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Brothers and Sisters in Christ, Grace and Peace:

Kyline Sodgrass writes, “Modern society is in a mess.”[footnoteRef:1] I encountered this quote while reading through the introduction to his commentary on Ephesians. Initially, this quote did not pique my curiosity; however, I was drawn back to its simplistic yet profound truth, specifically since the commentary has a copyright date of 1996. As I continued to reflect, I began to realize how much had changed in society. If in 1996 society was a mess, how might one describe today’s society? Then, as the Holy Spirit so often does, He began to reveal areas in my life that “are a mess,” missing the mark and needing to be surrendered to Him. Not just surrendered but require His transforming work so that I might comprehend His abiding presence more completely and have a burning desire to abide in Him more fully. The book of Ephesians reminds us of who God is, who we are in Christ, and how we, the church, should be as the recreated and transformed children of God.   [1:  Klyne Snodgrass, Ephesians, The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1996), 17.] 


Church Planting, Replanting, and Revitalization:
Presently, the region has a church prayerfully considering replanting. The church has been in conversations with Adrian Dixon, Justin Nash, members of their conference, and the regional superintendent. My hunch is that after the convention, there may be several churches that may begin to consider replanting prayerfully. As the delegate body, I would ask that you be in prayer for this church, considering replanting and others who may explore God’s leading in this manner. 

Between the region and regional conferences, there are funds available for new church plants within the area. Would you pray that as a region we may see where God is at work and is leading the Advent Christian people to plant a new work within the region?

Leadership Development:
Presently, the Eastern Region has four individuals enrolled in the MTI program, with three of them preparing for vocational ministry. Throughout the region, some individuals are intentionally mentoring others for leadership development for both the local church and pastoral leadership. 

The region continues to have partnerships with BICS and Berkshire Christian for persons who are at very different places in life who may be discerning God’s call on their life for some vocational ministry or local church community leadership. I would encourage you to take a moment to think about how we as a people have benefited from the faithful services of MTI, BICS, and Berkshire Christian. I would encourage us to use these ministries as resources in our lives and in the local church where we minister.  

Camp Meetings:
Throughout the region, there are thirteen camps. God continues to use these encampments to call people to Himself, to repent, to be baptized, and to go and make disciples. Many of these encampments reported first-time conversions, with people being baptized and individuals responding to discern if God might be calling them to vocational ministry, often with many prayers of repentance. I’m grateful for camps and how God continues to use these gatherings to declare His glory. Continue to pray for our encampments.
Superintendency:
Julie and I would like to express our thanks to the regional board and especially George Karl for creating space for us to transition into this new area of ministry. Since the last regional convention, Julie and I accepted a call to be the regional superintendent, bought a home, resigned from pastoral ministry in the local context, moved to Deer Isle, Maine, and have started understanding the scope of the work. 

During the first six months, I have attended eleven different church morning worship services throughout the region. I participated in the morning worship services of two regional churches more than three times. I have had the opportunity to speak at four different churches and was the speaker at NOMACCA’s Family Camp. 

Four churches have contacted the region office seeking various levels of consultation as they are conducting pastoral searches. One church has called its pastors. Three churches are still seeking pastoral leadership. 

God continues to use us as a people, and we have much to celebrate. We also continue to face different struggles. Presently, we have approximately sixty churches in very different circumstances. Some of our sister churches are struggling with attendance, financial concerns, and leadership concerns. Specifically, pastoral leadership concerns. 

While attending Executive Meetings in Charlotte, I read ACGC’s Core Values. The one that continues to impact me is “Hope Filled Solution: Solve problems with an attitude of hope, trusting in the Lord’s provision and purpose.” This is how we must face our concerns as a people. We must prayerfully ask God for wisdom and then ask for courage to take the steps of faith that He will call us to make. This means that some of the churches in the region will not be able to continue to function the way they presently are functioning. Some churches may close, others may need to be replanted, but we all continue to need God’s transformation in our personal lives, regional lives, and local church lives. 
	
Julie and I continue to pray for you and your local church, as you faithfully support. We pray that God will continue to reveal His glory to you (us), that you (we) would be reminded of who you (we) are in Christ, and how we, the church, should be as the recreated and transformed children of God. Romans 8:31 tells us, “If God is for us, who can be against us?”. Amen 
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